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Ecological complexity, as the first international scientific
journal specialized in this vital, emerging area of ecological
research in the 21st century, has been published since March 2004;
the goal is to disseminate important information and significant
contributions on the most recent inter-disciplinary or multi-
disciplinary research, complex systems approaches and quantita-
tive modeling applications in biocomplexity in the environment
and theoretical ecology. The Journal focuses on fundamentally

2. Complexity and ecological economics, edited by K.N. Farrell and
R. Winkler (see Farrell and Winkler, 2006).

3. Current food-web theory, edited by A.G. Rossberg and K. Yoshida
(see Rossberg et al., 2008).

4. Environmental micro-simulation: From data approximation to
theory assessment, edited by T. Svoray and I. Benenson (see
Svoray and Benenson, 2009).

5. Fractal modeling and scaling in natural systems, edited by
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journa l homepage: www.e lsev ier .com/ locate /ecocom
complex ecological and environmental issues, especially on
complexity of coupled human and natural systems, and this
hallmark opportunity for developing a greater understanding of
the complex ecological systems and sustainability of the world
which we all share.

Ecological complexity refers to the complex interplay between
all living systems and their environment, and emergent properties
from such an intricate interplay. The concept of ecological
complexity stresses the richness of ecological systems and their
capacity for adaptation and self-organization (Li, 2004). The
science of ecological complexity seeks a truly quantitative and
integrative approach towards a better understanding of the
complex, nonlinear interactions (behavioral, biological, chemical,
ecological, environmental, physical, social, and cultural) that affect,
sustain, or are influenced by all living systems, including humans.
It deals with questions at the interfaces of traditional disciplines
and its goal is to enable us to explain and ultimately predict the
outcome of such interactions. Ecological complexity can also be
thought of as biocomplexity in the environment. We have
published papers from fundamental issues of ecological complexi-
ty (e.g., Gorshkov et al., 2004; Loehle, 2004; Makarieva et al., 2004,
2009; Garay-Narvaez and Ramos-Jiliberto, 2009) to various
modeling techniques (e.g., Parrott, 2004; Garcıa-Gutierrez et al.,
2009; Millan et al., 2009; Tarquis et al., 2009).

In the first six volumes (2004–2009), we have published 164
full-length original research articles, 9 review articles, 19 view-
points, 4 short notes, 7 editorials, one letter to the editor, and 5
book reviews. We also published three special issues and three
special sections. Roughly, our journal’s rejection rate is about 62%,
and generally speaking, the rejection rate for the regularly
submitted manuscripts is even higher than those for special
issues/sections. The impact factor of our Journal for 2009 is 2.04,
ranked in middle among all SCI ecology journals.

We have published the following special issues and sections:

1. Simulating the spatial and temporal dynamics of landscapes
using generic and complex models, edited by J. Bolliger and H.
Lischke (see Bolliger et al., 2005).
1476-945X/$ – see front matter � 2010 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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ÁMartı́n et al. (2009).
6. Eco Summit 2007 special issue, part one (Li, 2009).

As I stated in my Editorial for the inaugural issue (Li, 2004),
‘‘criticism, freedom and rationality are fundamental to a healthy
academic society, which I, as a scientist, treasure most.’’ We will
promote that in every positive way. As an ancient Chinese sage
said, ‘‘let a hundred flowers blossom, and a hundred schools of
thought contend.’’ So far we have published some very challenging
debating papers (e.g., Dyck et al., 2007, 2008; Stirling et al., 2008).
Here I need to emphasize that all of submitted manuscripts
including viewpoint articles have to go through regular peer-
review processes. The correct history for Dyck et al. (2007) should
be that they submitted the manuscript on December 14, 2005,
their revised manuscript was tentatively accepted on October 30,
2006 and finally accepted March 2, 2007 and went online on April
16, 2007.

In this coming year, we will make some changes with our
editorial board to enhance our expertise in this research area and
speed up our processing manuscripts. Again I am looking forward
to your contributions, continuous support and assistance in
making this journal a success.
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