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Conservation
was once a
GOP mainstay

Following the airing of a History Channel docu-
mentary on Theodore Roosevelt recently, the pro-
gram’s host, Sander Vanocur, posed this question
to one of the show’s guests, a descendent of the
president;

Whatever became of Republican conservation-
ism?

Neither host nor guest had an answer. But it is
a good query. Teddy Roosevelt was not only a
great Republican leader but also one of the most
important conservationists in history. He founded
the U.S. Forest Service and established countless
national parks and forests. More importantly, he
loved and understood the outdoors, plants and an-
imals, and wasn'’t afraid to take sides on disputes
over wildlife management,

Yet today, many view the GOP as the anti-envi-
ronmental party. What happened?

The answer can be found in Yellowstone
National Park. Since its establishment in 1872,
this sanctuary hias been a symbol of America's
preservationist aspirations. It therefore serves as .
vardstick by which to measure the decline of
Republican commitment.

TR loved Yellowstone and visited it several
times, He also understood its problems. But his
advice went unheeded by the GOP and, ultimate-
ly, by both parties. So, now, the park is experienc-
ing an ecological apocalypse, unprecedented in
the history of preservation.

The park’s overly abundant elk, Rocsevelt ob-
served, were destroying the habitat of many other
creatures. In response o his
urging, in 1915, the game-
preservation committee of
the Boone and Crockett
Club (an organization he co-
founded) recommended that
elk “should have scientific
management. The
Committee believe that in
addition to those killed by
sportsmen, several thousand

ALSTON

should be killed (by
rangers) each year.”
CHASE But it was mainly
. Democrats who responded.
SYNDICATED President I'ranklin
COLUMNIST

Roosevelt was the first to ini-
tiate arf ell-Cuiling prograin.
The Truman, FEisenhower,
Kennedy and Johnson ad-
ministrations continued such efforts unti] 1967,

But this policy that TR recommended has since
been abandoned. Contemporary leaders pander to
a romantic green alternative that Teddy Roosevelt
roundly rejected. They refuse (o limit elk popula-
tions, caliing this “interference” with nature.

Consequently, elk have devastated the park.
Only remnants of the many other creatures
Roosevelt found abundant during his visits — in-
cluding black and grizzly bears, mountain lions,
beaver and mule deer — can be seen there now.
Some, such as white-tailed deer, are gone entirely,

Yellowstone has become all symbol and no sub-
stance — a Potemkin Village constructed to im-
press visitors, where the ilusion of biodiversity is
sustained by myth. It has become a religious shrine
to a counterfeit Farth goddess, where opportunistic
poliicians loudly affirm their faith with puffery.

Just so, this summer, Newt Gingrich led a pro-
cession of GOP diguitaries into Yellowstone. The
stated mission was “to articulate the Republican
message.” _

But the real idea had developed during a con-
gressional hearing on national park science Jast
February. Among witnesses there was Utah State
University professor and Yellowstone expert
Charles Kay, who has devoted liis life to exposing
National Park Service pseudo-science. Since Kay
works for neither the federal nor any state govern-
ment, industry or environmental organization, he
is one of the few truly independent ecologists left
in America. Not surprisingly, therefore, he has
trouble finding work and is often forced to seek
employment with Parks Canada, where science
remains free.

Kay's testiniony on Yellowstone electrified his
audience. Several conpressmen asked Kay to lead a
field trip to the park in August. The scholar agreed.

But almost imimediately, politics intervened.
Some congressmen asked the Western States
Coalition, a group of local lawmakers, to sponsor
the trip. And Western States immediately extend-
ad the tour to include stops promoting its pro-min-
ing, pro-logging and pro-grazing ideas.
Yellowstone superintendent Mike [inley reported-
ly insisted on sharing the spotlight with Kay. The
scholar’s planned presentation was reduced from
a field trip to a lecture.

And when Kay met the congressional party in
Yellowstone on Aug. 29, he learned that his talk
had been canceled altogether. Kay was told that
after three days visiting mines, ranches and a na-
tional forest, the congressmen were “too tired” to
hewi hiin.

Instead, rangers led the Yellowstone tour, feed-
ing our nation’s leaders the party line as they pas-
sively rode in vans. The next day, Gingrich was
seen swrounded by green activists, as Kay sat
nearby, alone and ignored. '

What happened? Insiders say the White House
cut a deal with Gingrich to snub Kay, Whatever,
it's clear that the speaker feared this straight-talk-
ing scholar, as though he carried the Ebola virus.

That’s how far Republicans have falien since
Roosevelt's day: TR tirelessly rode horses and
camped outdoors in Yellowstone, loved nature
and worshipped truth. Gingrich and his gang trav-
el in buses, are easily tired and fear knowledge.
The latters” arrogant culpability is so vast, their
willingness to accept lies so limitless, the damage
they tolerate so great, and the preservation laws
they allow ilouted so many, they don't deserve to
polish the old Roughrider’s boots.

Alston Chase is a nalionally syndicated colum-
nisl who lives in the Livingsion area. -
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Kay was angry that his speech
was cancelled. He blamed the Park
Service and political pressure from
‘Washington, D.C. He said his data
-shows “the fundamental premise of
the entire environmental move-
‘ment is flawed” and some people
don’t want that message aired.

“I'm the only honest scientist,”
Kay said. “They (the Park Service)
have no scientists. They have people
with scientific training who act as ad-
vocates.”

Kay said his goals are not politi-
cal but scientific.

"~ “I've never voled for a Republican
in my life,” he said.

Johnson was also chagrined and
said there had been "pressure” to
cancel Kay and the other presenters
Saturday.

“There was definitely some poli-
tics,” Johnson said. “Where it came
from I have no idea.”

Park Service officials denied ap-
plying any pressure and Rep. Bar-
bara Cubin, R‘'Wyo., 'one of the
hosts'for*thé Ydur,"d@enied it ‘vele
mently. She said she had asked that
the presentations be halted because
the remaining Congressmen on the
tour — there were eight left by Sat-
urday — were just too tired and
wanted an informal day.

Gingrich looked fatigued, but he
did huddle over lunch with Mike
Clark of the Greater Yellowstone
Coalition and Tom France of the
Montana Wildlife Federation,

Those men said they discussed a
variety of issues, ranging from elk
and bison management to brucel
losis to wolves.

After the lunch, Clark said meet-
ing with Gingrich was helpful but he
still felt the trip was unbalanced.

“You can't stick one hour on the

“Everybody has a par-
ticular point of view, it's
just different particulars.”

—Newt Gingrich

end of the tour and say it's bal-
anced,” Clark said,

Johnson said several environ-
mental groups had asked for access
to the congressmen but they could-
n’t agree who to send and they had-
n't paid for the trip anyway.

“If yout want to be a part you have
to pay your part,” Johnson said he
told them.

“Lots of people who helped put
the tour together didn’t get this kind
of access,” another WSC staffer
said, waving an arm at Gingrich and
the environmentalists.

Gingrich said he expected to find
a diversity of opinion on the tour,

*even among people with similar per-
spectiveai s’ Tk ;
"“Evérybody has a parficular
point of view,” he said. “It’s just dif-
ferent particulars. Put six good con-
servation biologists in a room and
you have at least three good argu-
menis.”
Getting divergent interests to lis-
ten to each other is the key, he said.
As the tour broke up abeout noon,
the congressmen took off in several
directions to take a look at the park.
Gingrich and his wife left for Lake
Yellowstone, where they planned to
spend Sunday relaxing.
Yellowstone Superintendent
Mike Finley said he hoped to take
Gingrich to see a wolf on Sunday.
But that, he said, depended on
the speaker.



